THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN MALAYSIA

DOCTRINAL AND THEOLOGICAL STATEMENTS

With the Universal Christian Church, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia teaches and responds to the love of the God, revealed in the Holy Scriptures as: the Father, creator of all that exits; Jesus Christ, the Son, who became human to suffer and die for the sins of all human beings and to rise to life again in the ultimate victory over death and Satan; and the Holy Spirit, who creates faith through God’s Word and Sacraments. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia accepts that its doctrinal basis is the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures of Old and New Testaments, which is explained in the Ecumenical creeds, the unaltered Augsburg Confession, Luther’s Small Catechism, and further explained in the other parts of the Book of Concord. 
 Read more …..
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN MALYSIA believes and teaches about:   
1) Holy Scripture

a. That the Holy Scripture which is also called the Bible is the Word of God in written form, and can be rightly understood only by those who have faith in Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners;
b.  That the Holy Scripture is given by inspiration of God the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1: 19ff.). Because the Holy Scripture is inspired by God, it is perfect (Psalm 19:7), authoritative (John 10:35), sufficient (Galatians 1:8f, Revelation 22:10), and reveals the divine truth and salvation of God for mankind (John 17:7); 
c.  That the central message of the Holy Scripture is that God offers sinners salvation as a free gift through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

2) God

a. That God is a Triune God who reveals himself as God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. This Trinitarian unity is beyond human comprehension; 

b.  That God created the universe in which people live and that He created a human being to be the crown of creation and as a moral being for a life of worship and service to God.
3) The fall of Mankind

a. That since the fall of Adam, all people who are born according to the course of nature are conceived and born in sin. Human beings are sinful by birth and nature, and without forgiveness, they would be lost forever (Genesis 3; 1-7; Psalm 51:5; John 3:6; Romans 3:23, 5:12);

b. That human beings turned away from God's will and purpose, stand hopeless and helpless in gaining God's favour and thereby come under the judgement of God for their rebellion and sin.

4) Jesus Christ

a. That God the Son, the second Person of the Trinity, became man, born of the Virgin Mary, and that the two natures, divine and human, are so inseparably united in the Person of Jesus Christ;

b. That there is one Christ, true God and true man, who was truly born, suffered, crucified, died and buried. The same Christ also descended into hell, truly rose from the dead on the third day, ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God and shall come to judge the living and the dead.

5) Holy Spirit

a. That the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Holy Trinity. He is the One with the Father and the Son. The presence of the Spirit is therefore the presence of the Father and the Son;

b. That the Holy Spirit communicates the message of Christ's redemption through faith to human beings. He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith;

c. That through the Holy Spirit, Christ sanctifies those who have been justified;

d. That all believers have received the gifts (charismata) of the Spirit throughout the Church;

e. That the Spirit is a gift, and this gift is first received in baptism (John 3:5; Titus 3:5), and any subsequent experience of infilling and reassurance of the Holy Spirit is always God's unmerited gift to the believer;

f. That holiness is not a precondition for the filling of the Holy Spirit but is a result of that filling which is an unmerited gift of God.

6) Salvation

a. That outside of Christ and apart from the preaching of the Word of God, there are no known alternatives that may be accepted as divinely authorised means of salvation (Acts 4:12);

b. That salvation is by grace through faith in Christ alone. Faith gratefully receives and even that faith is a gracious gift of God to the believers;

c. Those sinful human beings are justified because Christ imputes his righteousness on them. This righteousness involves a change in an individual's status before God, rather than a fundamental change in the individual's nature. Although the individual believer is righteous by faith, he remains "righteous and a sinner at one and the same time" (simul iustus et peccator). Salvation does not depend on human character, righteousness and good works, it depends only on God's grace on account of Christ's work on the cross.

7) Church

a. That the true Church of Jesus Christ is all those who are baptised and believe in Jesus Christ for their salvation, and whom Jesus Christ knows to be His, who are His body, true saints and holy through faith, the people of God, His flock, and the royal priesthood;

b. That every new generation has the responsibility to see that the faith handed on to them from the prophets (Old Testament) and the apostles (New Testament) is faithfully proclaimed and taught to the fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God. Jesus Christ Himself is the cornerstone in Whom the whole structure of the Church is joined together (Ephesians 2:19-22);

c. That the Church is the assembly of all believers and saints in which the gospel is taught purely and the Holy Sacraments are administered rightly. The Church is as Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4:4-5: "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism;"

d. That the Church is holy. Believers who are baptised have been joined to Christ. They have been set apart (1 Peter 2:9), and are sanctified through the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:13-14). The complete holiness of the Church is only due to God's work (Ephesians 5:25-27);

e. That since the Church is kept holy by the perfect righteousness and total obedience of Christ, received by faith, the believers are to strive to lead holy lives (1 Peter 1:15-16). Yet the holiness and sanctity of the Church is never based on or arises out of the believer's imperfect deeds, it is only and constantly due to the holiness of the Lord whose righteousness and holiness covers them. Thus, the believers are truly saints while they are still sinners;

f. That Christ entrusted His authority (Office of the Keys) to the entire Church to forgive and retain sins by the power of the gospel and the law (Matthew 18:19; Revelation 1:18). When the Church exercises power of absolution, it makes a special application of the gospel of Christ to individuals or to groups of individuals;
g. That as Christ has entrusted his Church to absolve sinners in the name of the triune God to assure them that their sins are forgiven, the words of assurance shall be said in the Church by the Pastor publicly at Divine Worship Service after a common confession of sins. In private confessions, the Pastor shall say the absolution privately. The Pastor shall never disclose to anyone or in any way what has been told to him during a private confession;

h. That it shall follow the approved liturgical Orders of the Church.

8) Baptism

a. That Christ commanded baptism for His Church and established it as a means of grace (Matthew 28:18-19). It is a means whereby the Holy Spirit confers faith and new life in Christ to the recipients (Roman 6: 3-11);

b. That baptism is offered for salvation, the grace of God is offered through baptism and that all children should be baptised, for being offered to God through baptism they are received into His grace (Mark 16:16);

c. That baptism is not merely water, but it is water used according to God's command and connected with God's word. Water can be applied either by sprinkling, immersion or pouring. There is no instruction exactly how water was or must be applied in the New Testament. What is certain is that water must be applied on the basis of God's Word and promise. The mode of sprinkling is regarded as a an accepted form of baptismal practice in the ELCM;

d. That baptism effects forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and grants eternal salvation to all who believe as declared by the Word and promise of God;
e. That baptism of infants is pleasing to Christ since baptism is God's work and not human work (Luke 18: 15-17). Baptism of infants confer the same blessings as baptism of adults because the reality of this gift of grace does not depend on the worthiness of the recipients but on God's Word, promise and action;

f. That infants can become members of the kingdom of God only through baptism (Luke 18:16; Matthew 18:3,6-7). Infants are sinful too and no one should hinder them from coming to Christ and receiving the forgiveness of sin and the Holy Spirit. The promise of grace was given for children too (Acts 2:38-39); whole households were baptised (Acts 16:15,33; 1 Corinthians 1: 16);

g. That baptism in the name of the triune God is not to be repeated. In baptism, God has adopted the recipients of His children, His adoption stands, He remains faithful (Romans 3: 3f.) even when the adopted ones do not. Those who have been baptised into Christ have put on Christ (Galatians 3:27) and a permanent relationship has been established, Christ will remain faithful to His covenant even when those baptised become unfaithful like the lost sheep or the lost son;

h. That there is one baptism (Ephesians 4: 5) and to be re-baptised would therefore be false, it would be acting as though Christ had revoked His covenant. In times of doubts and weakness, it is a comfort to know that Christ has made every believer His own in baptism and that He remains faithful to His promises.

i. That it shall be the duty of parents to bring their children for baptism ordinarily within forty day of the birth;
j. That an ordained Pastor shall give the baptism. However, in cases of emergency, where a Pastor is not immediately available, the father or the mother or any other communicant member can administer the baptism. In such cases, there shall be at least two witnesses to the baptism. If the child/adult survives, then it shall be the duty of the parents/member to bring the child/adult to the Church/Worship Centre for the Pastor to confirm the baptism. If the emergency baptism was given by a Pastor, it need not be confirmed in the Church/Worship Centre;

k. That baptism shall be given in accordance with the approved liturgical Order of the Church and shall take place after the sermon in a public worship;

l. That in places where there is a Church/Worship Centre, baptism shall normally be given in the Church/Worship Centre only;

m. Parents may have godparents/sponsors for baptism. Their duties shall be to bring up the child, together with its parents, in Christian nurture and to do their best to get the child confirmed at the appropriate age.
9) Holy Communion

a. That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is an institution and command of Jesus Christ. It includes the life-giving Word of the gospel, the earthly elements of bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ and is a means of God's grace that brings the same benefits of righteousness and forgiveness won by Christ on the cross;

b. That the body and blood of Christ are truly present in, with, and under the visible means/elements of wine and bread which are distributed to those who partake in the Lord's Supper (Matthew 26:26-28; Luke 22:19f.; I Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:23-29);
c.  That the reason and purpose of the Lord's Supper is union with Christ, fellowship of believers with Christ and the Triune God. Communion with Christ, His body and blood is for the forgiveness of contrite believers; through this means of grace they are reconciled, brought and kept close to Christ, receive and have eternal life and salvation;

d. That fasting and other outward preparations for receiving the Lord's Supper serve a good purpose. However, that a communicant is well prepared and worthy who believes these words: "given and shed for you for the remission of sins." But anyone who does not believe these, or doubts them, is neither prepared nor worthy; for the words: "for you," requires simply a believing heart;

e. That all those who wish to receive the Holy Communion should first confess their sins and receive absolution from the Pastor before receiving the Holy Communion;

f. That those confirmed or baptised at mature age after proper instruction may participate in the Holy Communion;

g. That this Sacrament shall be administered regularly in all congregations and Worship Centres as often as possible. In cases of members in outstations it shall be administered whenever the Pastor visits them;
h. That special efforts shall be made to administer the Holy Communion to the sick and to those otherwise disabled from participating in the Church service;

i. That it shall be administered by the ordained Pastors of the Lutheran Churches and other Churches who are in pulpit and altar fellowship with this Church;

j. That it shall follow the approved liturgical Order of the Church.

10) Return of Christ

a. That Christ will return visibly in glory at the Last Day and judge the living and the dead in righteousness (Acts 1:11; 10:42; 17:31; John 5:27; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Jude 14,15; Revelation 1:7);

b. That Christ will give to the godly and elect eternal life and everlasting joy; and will condemn ungodly people and the devils to be tormented without end (John 5:29; 6:40; 10:28; 1 John 2:25; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Matthew 10:28; 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Jude 6; Revelation 20:10; 21:8; Isaiah 66:24; Matthew 8:12);

c. That the second visible coming of Christ will be His final advent; and that the time of the Last Day is and will remain unknown until the Lord's coming for judgement (Matthew 24:29-30; 25:31ff, 2 Timothy 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 2: 8; Hebrews 9: 27-28; Mark 13: 32-37). In this regard, the ELCM (cf. Augsburg Confession: Article 17) rejects those who teach that Christ will return visibly to this earth a thousand years before the end of the world and establish a dominion of the Church over the world (with reference to those who misinterpret and speculate the "1000 years" in Revelation 20:1-10: an issue on millennium).

11) Resurrection of the Body

a. That at the Second Coming of Christ, all the dead, of all times and places, will be raised. It will be like the resurrection of Jesus Christ, never to die again. Believers will receive new bodies, "celestial, powerful, glorious, spiritual and imperishable, without sin (1 Corinthians 15:35-58);"

b. That for the resurrected people, there will be no more sin, death, suffering, sorrows or pain as indicated in Revelation 21:4, "for the former things have passed away."
12) Eternal Death

a. That it is indeed a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Heb. 10:31), to suffer the "second" and final death (Revelation 20:14). The agony and pain, the absence of life and love, the darkness and the hopeless cries of despair of the unjust is almost too cruel to dwell on. "Their worms will not die, nor will their fire be quenched" (Isaiah 66:24; Mark 9: 44ff, Revelation 14:11; 20: 10);

b. That the clear teaching of eternal death is a warning not to take sin or salvation lightly. This warning is also for believers since they are still sinful and can reject Christ and the gospel.

.

13) Eternal Life

a. That believers in Christ have eternal life and salvation assured already in this earthly life. After the final judgement, they will enter into the full enjoyment of their inheritance (1 Peter 1:4-6; Matthew 6:19-21);
b. That believers will be in the perfect image of Christ, both physically and spiritually (1 John 3:1-3; Romans 8:29). They will see Him in Whom they will live in His blissful presence together with all the other members of God's family (Revelation 21:3-7; Job 19:25-27). 
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